
TRAVEL AWARDS TO ATTEND THE AAI ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Application Deadline: Tuesday, April 3, 2007 
 
Description 
 
Vaccine-induced antibody responses that neutralize the broad array of circulating HIV strains 
and prevent HIV infection is one of the highest priorities in public health today.  The Division of 
AIDS (DAIDS) and the Division of Allergy, Immunology and Transplantation (DAIT) of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), are joining efforts to further stimulate basic immunological research that leads to 
better understanding of why HIV infection or vaccination fails to induce a broad neutralizing 
antibody response, and channel that knowledge towards the generation of new ideas to overcome 
the existing roadblocks. 
 
Among other current efforts to address this issue, DAIDS and DAIT and the National Institutes 
of Health Office of AIDS Research (OAR) will provide a limited number of scholarships 
(approximately 7-8) for junior investigators in the fields of HIV vaccine development or B-cell 
immunology with support of up to $1,600 each to attend the 94th Annual Meeting of the 
American Association Immunologists (AAI) in Miami Beach, FL on May 18-22, 2007. 
 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

A complete application package must include the following: 
 A letter that includes the following information (please clearly designate “Travel Awards to 

Attend AAI Meeting” in this cover letter) 
• Name 
• Degree 
• Current position and affiliation 
• Current mailing address, phone number, and email address 

 
 Applicant’s CV highlighting research experience in the areas of B cell immunology (including 

the role of innate immunity, antigen presentation and T cell help in the induction of antibody) 
and/or HIV vaccine discovery/development. 

 
 A 2-3 paragraph statement describing how the applicant’s current research could be focused 

towards the goal of this program, such as induction of more potent, cross-reactive HIV 
neutralizing antibodies (e.g., through manipulation of B cells at the time of induction of 
antibody responses, identification of rare neutralizing antibodies, role of T helper cells in the 
early development of responses, etc.) 

 
A complete application package must be received by April 3rd, 2007.  Please submit 
applications electronically to Dr. Runa Musib (musibr@niaid.nih.gov).  All applications will be 
kept confidential.  Selection of winning applications will be made by staff from DAIDS and 
DAIT.  Awardees will be notified by April 10. 

http://www.immunology2007.org/
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